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THE 


CASE 


Mixt Communion; 


Whether it be lawful to Separate from a Charch 
pon the Account of promiſcuous Congreea- 
tions and mixt Communions ? 


HE Foundation of this Pretence ſeems to. be 
the great miſtake of ſome mea concerning the 
matter whereof the Church of Chriſt 1s to 

be compoſed, which they will have to be, only real 
Saints and perſons endowed with inherent and ſubſtan- 
tiat holineſs ; Accordingly finding in the Communion 
of our Church many corrupt Members, wholived noc 
anſwerably to their Holy Vocation, they, for that rea- 
ſon,among(t ſome others alledg'd by them,cry her down 
as no true Church, or, which 1s all vne,deal by her as it 
ſhe was ſo,totally ſeparating from her Communion and 
ſetting up Churches of their own, confiſting wholly 
of perſons, in their judgment, tar more pure, that is, 
really holy and fanCtified. Inro this molt faite and 

A.2 dangerous 


Pſalm $9.18. 
Amos $8. 7. 
Pſalm 89. 3s. 
1 Sam. 2. 2. 


(2) 
Jangerous conceit concerning the matter of the Chri- 
ſtian Church, I cannot tell what it is that ſhould 
miſlead them, unleſs it be, 

The not rightly underſtanding the notion of that 
holineſs that ſo often in Scripture is applied to the vi- 
ſible Church of God. There is a twotold holineſs in 
Scripture, Inherent and Relative. 

Inherent holineſs, and that can be in none properly 
but God, Angels and Men ; 7» God eſſentially and ori- 
ginally, as he is the moſt perfe&t Being, in whom 
all excellencies do poſſeſs infigite perfe&tion ; As it's 
applied to God, it does not only ſignifie a perfect free- 
dom in him from all thoſe finfulimpurities , wherewith 
the ſons of men are tainted, but all the excellencies of 
the divine nature, as wiſdom, goodneſs, and power, 
and a ſuper-eminent and incommunicable greatneſs in 
them all ; hence he is call'd the holy One of Iſrael, the 
excellency of Jacob, faid to ſwear by his holineſs, that is, 
by himſelf, and there is none holy as the Lord, faid 
Hannah, for there is none beſides thee, none holy beſides 
thee, as the Septuagint renders it, none comparable to 
thee in the heighth and greatneſs of all thy excellencies. 


In Angels and men by way of participation and as far 


as their natures are capable, hence there are holy Angels 
and holy men. | 
Relative holineſs, which when it's applied to per- 
ſons, may be more properly call'd federal, and this is 
founded in the relation perſons and things have to 
God, and the nature of it conſiſts in a ſeparation of 
them from common uſes, and in appropriating of them 
to the peculiar uſe and ſervice of God : hence the Sab- 
bath is call'd an holy Day, F«dea an holy Land, Feru- 
ſalem an holy City, and the Church and People of God 
an holy Church, that is, a Body or Society of men 
call'd and ſeparated from the reſt of the World to God, 
| to 
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to worſhip him in a way diſtinguiſh'd from the reſt-of 

the World, having Laws and Promiſes and Rites of Wor- 

ſhip peculiar and appropriate to themſelves ; This ac-" 

count God himſfelt gives of it, have ſeparated you, Levit.10.24. 
ſays he to the 1ſraelites, from other people, that you 

ſhould be mine, and ye ſhall be an holy people unto me. 

For the ſame reaſon do we find the whole Church of 

the Jews, even then when its members had generally Deur.s.12. 
very much corrupted themſelves, were a rebellious people, D*** 27 

a crooked generation, yet upon the account of their TD 
being ſeparated to God and in covenant with him, 


. ſtil'd by Moſes and other —_— men, his ſaints, his Deur.7.6. 


holy people, his peculiar treaſure, For the ſame reaſon *fl 135: 4 
ai did the Apoſtles dignifie thoſe Churches to whom 
they wrote, with thoſe great and glorious titles, of dyin, fry16- 
ſaints, the ſanitified , the calf d and choſen in Chriſt wivu, *«ex- 
Feſus ; becauſe rhey, as of old the Fews, had entertain'd ** 
the profeſſion of a Religion, diſtin trom others of 
the World, whereby they might be excited to the at- 
tainment of thoſe excellencies, which in the obje&t 
of their Worſhip they cid admire and adore ; and 
thoſe Names being of as large a meaning as that of 
Chriſtian, ſhew rather what they ought to have been, 
than aſſure us what they really were ; for amongſt 
thoſe Saints were found ſtrange immoralities altogether 
contradictory to the facredneſs of their Vocation. 

But does not the Apoſtleſay, Chriſt loved the Church Eph. 5. 25. 
and gave himſelf for it , that he might ſantlifie and 
cleanſe it by the waſhing of water by the Word, that 
he might preſent it to himſelf a glorious Church, not 
having ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, but that it 
ſhould be holy and without blemiſh? | 

I anſwer ; Holineſs in this place muſt be conteſt to 
be meant a real and inward holineſs; but then by 


Church is not to be underſtood the whole complex 
Body 


(4) 
Body of the univerſal-Church in this World, but either 
that part of it that in this World is really, tho' imper- 
fealy, holy, and is every day preſſing forwards to 
higher degrees of it, or elſe that Church which ſhall 
be in the tuture ſtate, when all the corrupt and un- 
ſound Members ſhall be by death and the final deciſion 
of God, for ever excommunicated out of it, and all 
the Members that remain in it, only ſuch as were in 
ſome acceptable degrees holy here, and ſhall then be 

rfefted in holineſs. Neither is this to make two 
Churches of Chriſt, as the Danatifts objected, one, 
in which good and bad are mingled together, and 
another, in which there are good alone ; hut only to 
aſſign two different ſtates of the ſame Church, the one 
in this World,compos'd of good and bad,externaily lioly 
in reſpe& of all by vocation,and internally holy 1a re- 
ſpe of ſome in it by fanctification ; the other in the 
next World, where there ſhall be a ſeparation made be- 
twixt the Sheep and the Goats, and all remaining in 
the Church, ſuch, as ſhall at once be perfetly holy 
and compleatly happy : This is that Church which 
Chriſt ſhall preſent to himlſelt, glorious, not havi 
ſpot or wrinkle or any ſuch thing, but holy and with- 
out blemitſh. | 

This being ſuppos'd, all that will be needful to ſay 
in anſwer to this Queſtion may be comprehended 
under theſe three Propoſitions : 


1. That an external Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith 
is enough to qualific a perſon to be admitted a Member of 
Chriſt's Church. 

2. That every ſuch Member has a right to all the 
external Priviledges of the Church, till by his. continu- 
ance in ſome notorious and ſcandalous fins he has forfeited 
that right, and by the juſt cenſures of the Church he be 

| | | for 
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for ſuch behaviour attualy excluded from thoſe Pri- 


viledges. 


_ -. 3+ That ſome corrupt and ſcandalous Members re- 


maining in the Communion, through the want of the due 
—_— of diſcipline in it, or the negligence and connj- 
vance of the Governours and Paſtors of it, gives no juſt 
cauſe to any to Separate from her. 


I begin with the firſt; That an external Profeſſion 
of the Chriſtian Faith, &c. | 

This Profeſſjon in grown and adult perſons is to be 
made by themſelves; Thus it was at the firſt ere&tion 
of the Chriſtian Church, when Perſons by the Preach- 
ing and Miracles of the Apoſtles were converted from 
the Pagas Superſtition and Jewiſh Religion to the Chri- 
ſtian Faith ; t were to believe, and with the Ex- 


much to declare their belief, 7. believe that Feſus Chriſt ags s, 1. 


ts the Son of God. . 

In Infants and Children not grown up to years of 
diſcretion,by their Parents and thoſe who at the requeſt 
of their Parents do together with them undertake for 
them. So great an intereſt and propriety have Parents 
in their Chiliren, ſointire an 7 and concern for 
their good and happineſs, fo unqueſtionable an autho- 
rity over them, ſo binding and obligatory are all their 
reaſonable commands . upon them, that we have good 
grounds to believe, that they that are born of Chriſtian 
Parents will be brought up in the Chriſtian Religion, 
and at: years of underſtanding take upon themſelves 
what their Parents and Sureties promis'd for them; and 
upon this account that profeſſion of Faith made by 
others at their Baptiſm in their behalf may in a fa- 
yourable ſenſe be reckon'd as made by: themſelves ; fo 
God accounted it in the Fewiſþ Church, upon the ac+ 
count of their Parents being in covenant with God, 
were 


you —_—— ——_— 


(6) 
were the Children of the. Fews eſtcem'd an holy Seed, 


and at eight days old admitted by Circumciſion into the 
ſame Church and Covenant with them ; And the ſame 


' reaſon holds for, admitting Children born of Chriſtian 


Matth.:$.19. 


Parents into the Chriſtian Church by the Kite of Bap- 
tiſm, which is the Sign and Seal of the Covenant un- 
der the Goſpel, as Circumciſion was of chat under the 
Law. Now that this external profeſſion without any 
farther ſigns of ſaving grace -is ground ſufficient for 
thoſe with whom God hath entruſted the Keys and 
Government of his Ghurch to admit perſons into it, 
will appear from thele particulars: 


1. This is the qualification preſcrib'd by our Lord : 
be is the Head and Founder of his Church, to him there- 
fore does it appertain to appoint the terms and condi- 
tions of admiſlion into it, and what theſe are, we may 
learn from that commiſſion he gave his Apoſtles when 
he ſent them out to gather a Church under him, 'w2z. 
the becoming his Didples; Go ye therefore and teach 
all Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. Teach all Na- 
tions, wadrrworre, Diſciple all Nations ; Now a Diſciple 
is properly one, not that has already attain'd to the full 
knowledge and ſaving efte&ts of the Goſpel, but only 
underſtands ſo much of it as to be willing to beadmit- 
ted into the Chriſtian Church,in order to his being far- 
ther taught theone,and to have the other morethrough- 
ly wrought in him. Whether men are ſincere in their 
profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith and in their deſires to 
be admitted Members of Chriſt's Church, and whe- 
ther this great Priviledge and Blefling of Church- 
memberſhip will Le effectual to produce in them that 
regeneration and new creature tor which it was de- 
fign'd, the Paſtors and Governours of the Church 
cannot 


CPA 


cannot know ; This their bare profeſſion anddefire is 
enough to give them a title to it and qualification for 
it. By this rule the Apoſtles of Chriſt walkt as to this 
particular, even when they liv'd with him here on 


earth and were under his immediate dire&tion : 7he john 4. 2. 


Phariſees heard that Jeſus made and baptiz'd more 
Diſciples than John, tho' b ox himſelf did not baptize, 
But his Diſciples. Now if, as it was tam'd abroad, and 
is not in the Text contradicted, Jeſus's Diſciples bap- 
tiz'd more than Johr, it follows that he baptiz'd more 
than were ſincere, when we read that ſo few, not 


above an hundred and twenty continued with him to Ads r. 15. 


the laſt. 

2. It appears from the Apoſtles praQtice afterwards 
in admitting perſons into the Church. Nothing but a 
profeſs'd willingneſs to receive the Goipel, tho' they 
receiv*dt not from the heart, was requir'd by them, in 


order to- it : The Text tells us, that they that gladly Ads 2. 41. 


receiv'd St. Peter's words were baptiz'd, and the ſame 
' lay were added to the Church about 3000 ſouls ; It's 

true, St. Peter exhorted them all to repent in order to 
it, but whether they did ſo or no, he ſtay'd not for 
proof, from their bringing forth fruits worthy of 
repentance, but preſently upon their profeſt willing 
reception of the. Word they were baptiz'd and added 
tothe Church. One might have been apt to ſuſpe&,that 
amongſt ſo great a number, all would not prove ſin- 


cere converts, and ſo it fell out'; Ananias and Saphira 4% 4. 34. 
were two of the number, in whom ye know, that glad *** 5-1-3 


reception of the Goſpel was found to be but groſs 
hypocrifie. By the ſame rule St. Philip proceeded 


in planting the Church at Samaria; when the people agss. 2. 


ſeeing the miracles he did, gave heed to the dotrine he 
taught , concerning the Kingdom of Heaven, and the 
Name of Jeſus, and declar'd their belief of it, without 

B any 


Adtts 8.20. 


Yer. 13. 


2 Tim. 4. 10. 
t Tim, 1. 19. 


Mat. 1 3,2425- 
Ver. 47. 
Matth. 3.12, 
John 15. 1. 
2 Tim. 2. 20. 


Matth, 2s. 


Sr. Hier. dial, 
c0n, Lucifer. 
Arca Noe Ec- 
cleſize typus. 


Rom. 9,6. 
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any farther examination they were baptiz'd both men 
and women : And . amongſt them was Simon Magus, 
whoſe former notorious Crimes of Sorcery, Witch- 
craft and Blaſphemy, might have given juſt grounds 
of fear to the holy Deacon, that his Faith was but 
hypocritical and his Heart not right in the ſight of 
God, as appear'd afterwards, yet upon his believing, 
he was baptiz'd ; ſuch other Members of Chriſt's 
Church were Demas, Hymenens, and Alexander, they 
had nothing, it ſeems, but a bare outward profeſſion 
of the Faith, to entitle them to that Priviledge, ſince 
afterwards, as we read, the one embrac'd this preſent 
World, and the other two made ſhipwrack of Faith and 
a good Conſcience. 

3. This appears from the repreſentation Chriſt hath 
made of his Church in the Goſpel, fore-inſtructing his 
Diſciples by many Parables, that it ſhould conſiſt of a , 
mixture of good and bad. It is a field wherein wheat 
and tares grow up together ; A net wherein are fiſhes 
of all ſorts; A floor in which is laid up ſolid corn and 
light chaff; A vine on which are fruitful and barren 
branches ; A great houſe wherein are veſlels of gold 
and filver, and veſlels of leſſer value, wood and earth ; 
A marriage feaſt, where are wiſe and fooliſh virgins, 
ſome with wedding garments and ſome without, ſome 
had oyl and ſome but empty lamps ; St: Zerome com- 
pares it to Noah's Ark, wherein were preſerv'd beaſts 
clean and unclean; when the Apoſtle faid, ZThey are 
not all Iſrael, that are of Iſrael, his meaning was, 
that in the Fewi/þ Church many more were circum- 
cisd in the fleſh, than 'what were circumcis'd in 
heart ; and when our Saviour ſaid , mary are cal'd, 
but few choſen, he declar'd the ſame thing, that in 
his Church many more were call'd and admitted 
into 


(9) 
into it by Baptiſm than what were ſanRified by his Spi- 
rjit or ſhould be admitted into his Heaven. | 

4. The many corrupt and vicious Members in the 
Churches, which the Apoſtles themſelves had planted, 
is another proof of this; The number whereof, in all 
likelihood, could not have been ſo great, had they 
been ſo cautious and ſcrupulous as to admit none into 
them, but whom. in their judgments they thought to 
be really holy. In the Church of Corinth there were * Cor. 15.34. 
- many, that had not the knowledge of God, that de- , c;,t7. 
nied the Reſurreion of the Dead, that came drunk =:. 
to the Lord's Table, that were Fornicators, unclean *' ©**7- 
and contentious Perſons. In the Church of Galatia 
there were many that nauſeated the Bread of Life, and 
made it their choice to pick and eat the rubbiſh of the 
partition wajl, which Chriſt had demoliſht; The Rites 
of the Law which expired at the death of Chriſt, 
they attempted to pull out of their graves, and to give 
a reſutre&tion to them ; They were ſo much gone off 
from the Dodrine of Chriſtianity, to weak and beg- 
garly Rudiments, obſerving days and months, and Gal.;.7,10,11. 
times and years, that by reaſon of this their ſuperſti- 
tion, St. Paul ſignifi'd his fears of quite loſing them, 
and 'that his labour was beſtowed upon them in 
vain. 

Amongſt all the ſeven Churches in 4/a there was 
not one but what had receiv'd ſuch Members into it, 
that were either very .cold and lukewarm in.their Re- 
ligion, or by their vicious lives proved a reproach and 
ſcandal to it ; The Church of Sardis fo ſwarnvd with 
theſe, that St. Fohs tells us, that there were but a few Rev.z. 1,4. 
names in Sardis that had not defild their garments. 
Now if the Apoſtles of our Lord, who had the ex- 
traordinary aſliſtances - of the Holy Ghoſt , for the 


diſcerning of Spirits at that time, and were thereby 
B 2 enabl'd 
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enabl'd far beyond what any of their Succeſſors can 


| pretend to, to diſtinguiſh betwixt the goad and the 


2 Cor. 4- 7+ 


bad, did notwithſtanding admit many meer formal 
Profeſſors into the Church of Chriſt, we may conclude 
that they apprehended that 'twas the wilf of Chriſt it 
ſhould be ſo. 

5. No other rule in admitting perfons into the 
Church is pra&icable. Whether. Perſons are really 
holy and truly regenerate or no, the Officers of Chriſt 
who know not- the hearts of men, cannot make a 
certain judgment of, they may through want of judg- 
ment be deceiv'd, through the ſubtilty of hypocrites 
be impos'd upon, through humane frailty, paſſion or 
prejudice be miſguided, and by this means many times 
the door may be open'd to the bad, and ſhut againſt 
thegood ; Now that cannot be ſuppos'd go be a rule of 
Chriſt's appointment, which is either impoſſible to be 
obſerv'd, or in obſerving which the Governours of his 
Church cannot be ſecur'd from-aQting wrongfully and 
1njuriouſly to men. 

In ſum, Chrift hath entruſted the power of the 
Keys into the hands of an Order of Men whom he 
hath ſet over his Church, and who, under him, are to 
manage the Affairs of it, but theſe being but earthen 
veſſels, of ſhort and fallible underſtandings, he has 
not left the execution of their Office to be manag'd 
ſolely by their own prudence and diſcretion , but 
hath given them a certain publick Rule to go by, 
both in admitting perſons into his Church, and in 
excluding them out of it; for the one, the Rule is, 
open and ſolemn profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith ; for 
the other, open and ſcandalous Offences, prov'd by 
witneſſes. | TY, 


2. The 


(11) 


2. The ſecond Propoſition is, That every ſuch Mem- 
ber has a right to all the external Priviledges of the 
Church, till by his continuance in ſome notorious and 
Seandalous fins he forfeits that right, and by the juſt 
cenſures of the C hurch for ſuch behaviour he be attually 
excluded from thoſe Priviledges. 


For the explanation and proof of this Propoſition, 
theſe three particulars are to. be done : (1.) What's 
meant by external Priviledges ? (2.) What kind of 
Offenders thoſe are that forfeir their right to them, and 
ought by the Cenſures of the Church to be excluded 
from them? (3.) Upon what the right of thoſe 
Members that have not ſo offended, is grounded ? 

1. What's meant by external Priviledges ? As there 
aretwo ſorts of Members in Chriſt's viſible Church, fo 
there are two ſorts of Priviledges that belong to them ; 
each ſort having thoſe that are proper and peculiar to 
jt, according to the nature of that relation they bear 
to the Head and their fellow Members. 

1. Thereare Members only by federal or covenants 
holineſs, ſuch as are only 4orn of water , when by 


Baptiſm they were united to Chriſt and the Church, 
and took upon them the Profeſſion and Practice of 


the Chriſtian Religion ; Now the Priviledges that be- 
long to theſe are of the ſame make with their Church- 
memberſhip, external, and conſiſting only in an out- 
ward and publick Communion with-the Church in the 

Word and Ordinances. | 
2. There are Members by real and inherent holineſs, 
ſuch as are not ozly born of Water, but of the Spirit 
alſo, when by the inward operations of the Holy 
Ghoſt their Souls are renew'd after the Image of God, 
and made partakers of a Divine Nature ; And the 
Prividedges 


2 Cor. 13. 14+ 


1 Cor.5.11. 


Fer. 12. 
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Priviledges that belong to theſe, are not only the fore- 
mentioned ones, but together with them, others that 
aro ſutable to their more ſpiritual relation, inward, 
and ſuch as conſiſt in the eſpecial and particular care 
and prote&tion of God, the pardon and remiſſion of 
their ſins by the Blood of Chriſt, and the gracious in- 
fluences and comforts of the Holy Ghoſt ; All com- 
prehended in that Prayer of the Apoſtle tor his Corin- 
thians, The grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt , and the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghoſt be 
with you all, Amen. | 
Now *tis of the firſt ſort of Members, and that fort 
of Priviledges that belong to them, that the Propoſition 
isto be underſtood. | 
2. What kind of Offenders thoſe are that have for- 
feited their right to, and ought by the Cenſures of the 
Church to be excluded from thoſe Priviledges ? This 
the Apoſtle hath plainly told us, and our own Church 
in its Exhortation to the Sacrament fairly intimates : 
I have wrote unto you, fays St. Paul, not to keep com- 
pany, if any man that is calld a Brother, be a Forni« 
cator, or Covetous, or an {dolater, or a Railer, or a Drun- 
kard, or an Extortioner, no, not toeat ; Not only, as 
much as can be, to have no familiar converſation with 
him in civil matters (tho' ſome muſt be had whilſt 
we are in this World) but alſo, and more eſpecially 
to avoid communion with him in religious exerciſes ; 
and how that isto be done,the Apoſtle tells us,viz. not 
by torſaking the Church our ſelves,but by doing our ut- 
moſt endeavours to have him caſt out of it:So it follows, 
Therefore put away from among your ſelves that wicked 
perſon. And, In the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
when ye are gathered together, aud my ſpirit, with the 
power of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; to delrver ſuch an one 
unto Satan for the deſtruttion of the fleſh, that the ſpirit 
| | may 
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way be ſav'd in the day of the Lord Feſus, Apreeable 
hereunto are the words of the Exhortation, IF any 
of you be a blaſphemer of God, a hinderer and ſlauderer 
of his Word, an Adulterer, or be in malice or envy, or 


in any other grievous crime, repent you of your ſins, or © 


come not to that holy Table. Such ſinners as theſe have 
in a manner undone and made void what was done in 
their behalf in Baptiſm ; They, by not performing 
what was then promis'd for them, but living dire&ly 
contrary to it, do virtually renounce that Covenant 
they then entred into with God in Chriſt, and fall 
back again into the ſtate of Pagans and nfidels ; Their 
Sureties engag'd for them, that they ſhould believe the 
Chriſtian Faith, keep God's Commandments, and re- 
Nounce the World, the Fleſh and the Devil ; But ſuch 
habitual notorious Offenders as theſe ſay by thetr pra- 
tice, what had they to do to undertake ſuch things 
for us, we will ſtand to no ſuch engagements, but we 
will be at large, to believe what we pleaſe, and to 
practice what we fancy, and to worſhip whom we 
think fit; And thus as it were breaking off trom being 
in Covenant with God, and virtually renouncing their 
Church-memberſhip, they at rhe ſame time loſe all 
right and title to thoſe Bleſſings and Priviledges that 
were due to them upon the account thereof ; and in 
this ſad ſtate and condition did the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians reckon all, that had highly and notoriouſly 
ſinn'd, amonyſt whom eſpecially were the lapſed that 
had offer'd Sacrifice ; they ſtaid not for a formal Sen- 
tence to be pronounc'd againſt them by the Church, 
but lookt upon them as 7pſo facto excommunicate ; and 
tho' till that was paſt they could not actually be ſhut 
out, yet they began before to avoid their company, 
and to forbear all religious commezce towards them. 
But fo long as men keep in covenant with God, and 


abide 


2 Cor. 6.61. 


to God, in the ſame he'll be a God unto them. 
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abide in his Church, which may be done by holdin 
that profeſſion of Faith that they made at their fi 
entrance into it, their right to the external franchiſes 
of it remains inviolable, and their title without que- 
ſtion.. As may appear from theſe particulars, 

1. From the Tenour of that Covenant they in their 
Baptiſm enter'd into with God ; which conſiſts of Pro- 
miſes on God's part, as well as Conditions on mans. 
The Promiſes on God's part, are expreſt in theſe ge- 
neral words, 7 will be their God; The Conditions on 
mans, in thoſe, and they ſhall be my People : Now fo 
far as men pertorm the Conditions, ſo far will God 
make good his Promiſes ; In what ſenſe they are People 
It a 
bare federal holineſs can give men a relation to God, 
and God upon that account owns them to be a people 
unto him, the ſame gives them ſome kind of intereſt 
in God, and a claim to the bleſſings that belong to that 
relation ; Not, that ſuch Members as theſe are to expect 
thoſe ſpecial and particular favours that are the portion 
of thoſe that are more nearly and by a kind of ſpiritual 
conſanguinity allied to God in Chriſt, but yet being 
of God's houſhold, are to be allowed the liberty to par- 
take of thoſe external bleſſings which he in common 
beſtows upon the whole family. 

2. From the nature of Church-memberſhip. Church- 
memberſhip neceſijarily implies Church-Communion, 
or elſe it ſignifies nothing; for to beadmitted a Mem- 
ber of the Church, and not to have a right in common 
with the reſt to Church-Priviledges, is to be taken in 
with one hand, and to be thrown out with the other, 
is to Le put back into the ſtate of thoſe that are no 
Memvers, and virtually to be cut off from the Body, 
by being denied all communications with it ; Should 
a nan ve aumitted a Member of any City or Corpo- 
ration, 


(15) 
ration, and yet at the ſame time be denied the priva- 
ledge of his freedom, and not be permitted to ſet up 
a Trade, to give a Vote, or to ad in any other caſe, 
as other Members do, what would be the difference 
betwixt him and a Foreigner ? unleſs it be, that his 
condition is the worſe, by being mock'd, and abus'd, 
and cheated with the Name, whilſt he has nothing ot 
the Priviledges of a Freeman. | 
3. We have the Practice of the Church of God in the 
Old Teſtament for this; The whole Nation of the 
Jews. were not only permittted, but commanded b 
God, except in caſes of legal uncleanneſs and thoſ 
notorious crimes for which they were to be caft out of 
the Congregation, to obſerve his Ordinances and to 
Jjoyn in the celebration of his publick Worſhip, and we 
know they were not all Iſrael that were of Iſrael; Three 


times a year were a// their males to appear before the Exod. 23. r4, 


Lord, to keep three ſolemn appointed feaſts unto him ; "7 
many of which, it is to be tear'd, had no other quali- 
fication, than what they were beholden to their birth 
and the loſs of their fore-skin for ; Again, All the 


Congregation of Iſrael were to keep the payover, NONE Exod. 12.44, 


were denied it but forezgners and hired ſervants, and 
they too no longer but till they were circumcis'd, and 
thereby admitted into covenant with God, which ſhews 
that meer circumciſion was enough to put a man into 
a capacity of communicating with the Fewifh Church” 
in its moſt ſolemn and ſacred Myſteries. 

4. This was alſo the Praftice of the Chriſtian 
Church in the Apoſtolick Age; as is plainly inti- 
mated unto us from many Scriptures ; St. Paul tells us, 
by one ſpirit we are all baptiz'd into one body, whether 
Jews or Gentiles, bond or free, and have been all made 
to drink into one ſpirit. To drink intoone ſpirit, parti- 
cularly relates to the Cup in the Lord's Supper,and by a 

C figure 


o 
1 Cor. 12.13; 


: Cor.10,17» 


© 
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figure of the part for the whole, it's put to fignifie the 
whole Communion; but the thing here eſpecially to 
be taken notice of, is, that the Apoſtle makes the num- 
ber of thoſe that receiv'd the Lord's Supper tobe as 
comprehenſive and univerſal, as that of thoſe that were 
receiv'd into the Church by Baptiſm; As by one ſpirit all 
were baptiz'd into one body, pi all were made to drink 
into one ſpirit. The Apoſtle ſpeaks the ſame thing 
again in another place , alluding to the other part of 
the Sacrament, We being many, are one bread and one 
body, for we are all partakers of one bread; all the 
members that conſpired to make up the one body, did 
partake of the one bread ; But if any thing yet can 
be elearer, 'tis that account St. Luke gives us of the 
practice of the firſt Chriſtian Church at Jeruſalem, 
where it's ſaid of the three thouſand that gladly re- 
ceiv'd St. Peter's words, and were by Baptiſm added 
to the Church, zhey, all the three thouſand, Ananias 
and Saphira being of the number, continued in the 
"— van doftrine , and in breaking of bread , and in 

rayers. 
p 5. From the end of Church-memberſhip ; which 
is not only for the more ſolemn Worſhip of God, and 
the publick profeſſion of —_— but alſo for the 
more effe&tual edification and ſalvation of mens ſouls ; 
By Baptiſm we were admitted into the Church, incor- 
| porated into that Divine Society, and entitled to all the 


\ \ Priviledges of the Goſpel, to the end, that in the uni- 
Eph. 4. 13. W 


ry of the faith, and the knowledge of the Son of God, 
we might come toa perfett man, wnto the meaſure of the 
ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt ; But how this is to be 
attain'd without being admitted to. all the Acts and 
Offices of Communion with the Church, to the Com- 
munion of Prayers and Sacraments and the Word, 
and all other Priviledges and Duties, is not eaſily to 


(4) 
be underſtood ; hence, we may obſerve, that edifica- 
tion in Scripture is uſually applied to the Church, and 
tho' the edifcation of the Church conſiſts in the edifi- 
cation of the particular Members of it, yet becauſe 
that is not to be had but in the Unity and Communion 


of the Church, 'tis uſually ſtiled, the edifying of the Eph. 4. 


Church, and the edifying the body of Chriſt ; hence 
Faith is ſaid 70 come by hearing, and hearing by the Word 


” 
+ 


of God ; Hence we are faid to be born again, not of cor- Rom. 10. 17, 
ruptible ſeed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, | "the 


which liveth and abideth for ever ; The ſame is ex- 
preſt in thoſe words of our Saviour's: Prayer for his 


Diſciples, Sautifie them through thy truth, thy Word is john 17. 17. 


truth. God's Church is his Family, which he eſpe- 
cially takes care of and provides for, he that is of it 
is under the Schechina, the wing of the Divine Maje- 
ſty and his ſpecial grace and providence ; It cannot but 
be of mighty — towards our growth and im- 
provement in all Chriſtian graces and virtues, to have 
therein diſpens't to us the lively Oracles of God, and 
proviſion made for a conſtant ſucceſſion of diſpenſers 
of the Bread of Life, to fit it to all needs and all ca- 
pacities ; Not to be left to the deceits and whiſpers of 
a private ſpirit, to perſona-conjeCtures or ſecret infi- 
nuations , but to have the. publick Dorine of the 
'Church, to be our Guide and Leader ; to have our De- 
'votions mingled with the concurrent Prayers of all 


God's people, and fo by their joynt forces, after an Com in ce- 


humble, but powerful manner, to beſiege and beleaguer 


tum > ad De- 
um quaſi manu 


-Heaven; to have before our eyes all the great Examples a#a precarie- 


.in God's Church, to have our Faith ſtrengthen'd, our 2% 2%- 


mus orantes, 


Repentance heighten'd, our Love inflam'd , our Texml, 


. Hopes and our Comforts rais'd by the Holy Commu- 
'nion; Will not the flame of others kindle our zeal 


and afteRions ? and will it not put us into a tranſport 
C 2 of - 
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of devotion, to fee therein Chriſt crucified before our 
eyes, pouring out his Blood for us, bowing his Head 
as it were to kiſs, and ſtretching out his Arms as it 
wereto embrace all that are penitent and return to him ? 
Theſe are ſome of the great Bleſſings and Advantages 
that cannot be had but in Church-Communion ; To 
which, if we ſhall add, that our-improvement in holi- 
neſs and virtue is more to be aſcrib'd to the internal 
operations of God's ſpirit, than any virtue or efficacy 
there can be in thoſe external adminiſtrations, that God 
is pleas'd to promiſe his ſpirit tobelievers only as they 
are Members of his Church, and no otherwiſe than by 
theuſe and miniſtry of his Word and Sacraments, we 


ſhall farther ſee the neceſſity of mens holding aQual 


Communion with the Church in order to their ſan&Qi- 
fication and ſalvation. m_ 
We are not now diſcourſing what God can or will 
do in ſome extraordinary caſes, when Communion 
with a true viſtble Church cannot be had, as in agene- 


ral Apoſtacy of the Church, or Perſecution for Keli- ' 


gion, or unjuſt Excommunication ; but what is God's 
ordinary method and means of bringing men to falva- 
tion, and that he himſelf tells us is by adding them to 
the Church ; and the Lord added to the Church daily 
ſuch as ſhoald be ſaved; To this purpoſe we may ob- 
ſervenot only in general, that whatever Chriſt did and 
ſaftered for Mankind, *twas for them as incorporated 
into a Church:; Chri/t loved his Church and gave him- 
felf for it ; Chriſt redeew't his Church with his own 
blood ; Chriſt is the ſaviour 'of the body, that is, the 
Church ; But alfo in particular, that the Apoſtle con- 
fines the influences and operations of the =_ to the 
unity of the Church, there 7s one body and one ſpirit ; 
Upon this account, wiz. the efficacy of the means af- 
forded in Chriſt's Church, and the neceſlity of keeping. 

in 
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in communion with it in order to ſalvation, was it that 

the Primitive Chriſtians lookt upon it as ſo dreadful a 

thing to be ſhut or caſt out of it; as laughing a matter 

as ſome now adays make it, as much as they ſlight the 

priviledge and benefit to be of Chriſt's Church, and 

count it their glory and faintſhip voluntarily to cut off 
themſelves from it, I am fure, the Primitive Chrittians 

had a far different opinion of it ; with them to be caſt yam judicarur 
out of the Church, and to be deliver'd up to Satan, ſig- 72379 cumpon- 
nified the ſame thing, and the one accounted full as 77%," 4 * 
dreadful a doom as p. other ; hence was it that this Terr. apot. 
ſentence was rarely paſt _ an offender, but with 1 Cor. 5. 2. 
grief and forrow in him that was forc'd to doit; and | 
that thoſe againſt whom it was paſt, us'd the moſt ar- 


dent importunities, and were willing to undergo the ſe- 


vereſt penances in order to be reſtored into the boſom 

of it ; you might have beheldthem kiſſing the chains 

of impriſon'd Martyrs, waſhing the feet of Lazars, ,,... .,, 
wallowing at the Temple-doors, on their knees beg- >" 
ging the Prayers of Saints ; you might have ſeen them 

{tript and naked, their hair negle&ed , their bodies 

wither'd, their eyes dejected, and ſometimes cryin 

out in the words of David, as the great Theodofius 7h0d. A. Ecel 
in the ſtate of penance, My ſoul cleaveth to the duſt, * © *** 
quicken thou me,O Lord,according to thy Word. 


Thus much ſeems to be enough to be faid on the 
Second Propofition ; but that our paſſage to the Third 
may be the clearer, I ſhall add a little by way of An- 
ſwer to an ObjeCtion or two that lies in our way. And 
the firſt 15, 

04j. Do not all the Members of Chriſt's Church that 
come to the bleſſed Sacrament, having not the power 
of Godlineſs, as well as the Form, come unworthily and 
to their own great ſin and danger, no leſs than being 


guilty 


( 20 ) 


i Corc11.27, £uilty of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, and eating and 
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Ia. 39. s. 
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drinking their own damnation 2 And can they have a 
right to that they are ſo unworthy of ? In doing which 
they ſinſo hainouſly ? and for doing which they thall _ 
be puniſhed ſo ſeverely ? 

Anſw. 1 Anſwer theſe two things : | 

I. All, even the beſt men, in a ſtrift, legal ſenſe, 
are unworthy, and that even of common mercies from 
God, much more of this prime Duty and Priviledge 
of Chriſtianity. Every man in his beſt eſtate is altoge« 
ther vanity : We are all an unclean thing, and our righ- 
teouſneſs is as filthy rags : The meaning 15, all men are 
ſinners, and their beſt ſervices imperteCt and impure ; 
Burt then, the right they have to this Priviledge does 
not depend on their own merit and worth, but, as was 
faid before, on the promiſe of God, when they enter'd 
at firſt into covenant with him, whereby he was. 
pleas'd to oblige himſelf to be their God fo far, and fo 
long, as they continued to be his people. 

2. Thoſe Members that we have aflerted to have a 
right to the external Priviledges of Chriſt's Church 
are not guilty of that unworthineſs St. Pax! ſpeaks 
of, the ſin and danger whereof is ſo great ; and this will 
appear by the deſcription he gives of thoſe unworthy 
Communicants : ; 

1. They diſcern'd not theLord's body ; he that eats this 
bread,and drinks this cup of the Lord unworthily,is guilty 
of the body and blood of Chriſt ; how ? not diſcerning the 
Lord's body. It may be, they did eat it ſtill, as a part of 
the Jewiſh Paſſover, they underſtood not the nature of 
It, what it did repreſent,or for what end it was inſtituted, 
being ignorant of the infinite value and merit of Chritt's 
blood, not at all affefted with the greatneſs of his love, 
nor wrought upon by the infiniteneſs of his mercy, and 
altogether as void of any ſincere afte&tion and gratitude 
to 


hs, oa T 


Cor] 


to Chriſt for that mighty redemption he wrought for 
mankind, as the Jew and Pagay, that neither know 
nor believe in him. 
. .2, They were open and ſcandalous ſinners ; The 
Apoſtle charges them with Schiſms and Diviſions, 18,21,22,vers 
pride and contempt of their brethren, ſenſuality and 
drunkenneſs ; In thoſe early: days of Chriſtianity, the 
Lord's Supper was uſually uſher'd in with a Love-feaſt 
that was eaten juſt betore it, but ſo unchriſtian were 
theſe Corinthians, that every one took before other his own 
Supper, they run 1nto parties, and tho' they had not 
yet left theplace, they refus'd to communicate at the 
ſame time with their brethren, The rich deſpis'd and 
excluded the poor, that came not ſo well provided as 
they , from their feaſt, and that which was yet an 
higher aggravation of their ſin, the poor were hungry, 
whilſt the rich fed and pamper'd their bodies to exceſs 
and luxury : When ye come together, ſays he, this is 
mot to eat the Lord's Supper, this 1s no fit preparation 
for it, for in eating every one takes before other his own 
- ſupper, and one is hungry, and another is drunken : ſuch 
Swine as theſe ought not indeed to come to the Holy 
Table of our Lord, and ſuch as theſe, as I faid, in the 
beginning of my Diſcourſe on this Propoſition, have 
forteited their right to it, and ought by the Cenſures 
of the Church, to be excluded ; This indeed is to be 
unworthy with a witneſs, to be guilty of the body and 
Blood of Chriſt, or as St. Paul ſometimes words it in 
the caſe of Apoſtacy and other hainous ſins, zo crucifie teb. 6. 6. 
afreſh the Lord of fe, to tread under foot the Son of Heb. 10. 16. 
God, and to count the blood of the Covenant an unholy 
thing ; that is, inan high degree to deſpiſe and vihfie 
the perſon and ſufferings of the moſt holy Jeſus, his 
erſon, as one not worthy to be obeyed and followed, 
his blood , as a thing ot no value and merit; And 
| what 


(22) 
what could ſuch perſons expe& , but that God would 
vindicate the honour of his own Son and the infinitely 
wiſe contrivance of the redemption of the World by 
his great undertaking in ſome remarkable way upon 
them, either in this World, by Temporal Judgments, 


1 Cor. 11. 30» for this cauſe many are weak and ſickly among/t you, and 


many ſleep ; or in the next , without repentance , by 
their Eternal Damnation ? 

Obj. But the Members of Chriſt's Body that come 
to this bleſſed Sacrament and are deſtitute of ſaving 

race, tho' they make a fair profeſſion and are free 
from ſcandalous fins, are yet in an unconverted condi- 
tion; and this Sacrament is not a converting, but a 
confirming Ordinance. 

Anſw. Converſion may be taken in a two-fold 
ſenſe. | 

x, For turning men from a ſtate of open infidelity 
to the profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith, and indeed 
till men are in this ſenſe converted, they are not to be 
admitted to the Sacrament ; neither Fews nor 7urks, 
nor any others in a ſtare of Genti/iſm, till by Baptiſm 
they are receiv'd into Chriſt's Church and make pro- 
teſſion of his Name, can come to it. 

2. Taking converſion, for the turning of thoſe who 
are already baptiz'd and do profeſs Chriſt's Religion, 
from the evil of their ways to a ſerious and hearty 
practice of holineſs and virtue, and ſo this Sacrament 
is a converting Ordinance. And indeed I do not know 
any more forceable Arguments to an holy life than 
what are therein repreſented to us : What can more 
work upon ingenuous ſpirits, than.the diſcovery of ſuch 
undeſerv'd love and kindneſs? Ts it not enough to melt 
the moſt frozen heart into floods of tears and joy, to 
behold therein the bleſſed Jeſus ſhedding his blood to 
reconcile ſinners unto God ? What can more powerfully 

| : capti- 
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captivate the moſt 'rebellious' ſpirits into obedience, 
than the affurance of a.pardon of their paſt tranſgreſ- 
ſions by that full propitiatory Sacrifice of the Son of 
God? Whar can more effectually fright men from fin 
and folly, than the infinite diſpleaſure of God declared 
therein againſt all iniquity ? How accurſed a thing is 
ſin, will the conſidering Communicant fay, that the 
bleſſed Jeſus, who did but take fin upon him, was 
made a Curſe for it ! What a mighty evil muſt fin needs 
be, when nothing could be ſufficient to expiate it, but 
the Blood of God ! What an unſpeakable malignity 
muſt ſin have in it, when it laid on the ſhoulders of 
Omnipotency ſuch a load of wrath, as made him com- 
plain and ſweat and grone and die ! Again, Here we 
repeat our baptiſmal- Vow to God, ſolemnly engage 
our ſelves afreſh to be his faithful ſervants, and bind 
our ſelves by a new Oath, to be true to the Covenant 
we have made with him, and certainly that man 
muſt have a mighty love for Sin and Death, that can 
break through all. theſe Bonds and Obligations to come 
at 1f, 


?, The third Propoſition; That ſome corrupt and 
ſcandalous Members remaining in the Communion of the 
Church, through the want of the due exerciſe of Diſci- 
pline in it, or the negligence and connivance of the Pa- 
ſtors and Governours of it, gives no juſt Cauſe for any 
to ſeparate from her.. | 


Gives no juſt Cauſe ; That which is chiefly pretend- 
£4, is, 'That the viciouſneſs of thoſe Members do de- 
rive a ſtain and defilement on the whole Aflembly, 
and pollute the Worſhip of God to others, as well as 
to themſelves. Here therefore I ſhall ſhew what is to 
be done by us that we be no way acceſlary to _ 
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Gas, and then, upon thatcondition, that we cannot be 
polluted by their ſinful compa Now many things 
are to be done by good men who are to joyn in mixt 
Aſſemblies that the Communion receave no prejudice 
by the corruption of ſome of its Members. 

They are frequently to exhort and adviſe them ; 
for this end are we plac'd in the communion of Saiats, 
and tho' to inftru& the Flock God hath appointed a 
whole Order of Men on purpoſe, yetis it allo the Duty 
of every private Chriſtian in his place and calling, 
to exhort one another daily, whilſt it x calf d to day ; to 
coufider one another , to provoke unto love and to good 
works, | | 

They are prudently and with much affe&ion to ad- 
moniſh and reprove them ; we muſt not beſo rudely 
civil as to ſuffer ſin to lie upon them without diſtur- 
bance; ſo runs the Precept , Thou ſhalt not hate thy 


Brother in thy heart, but thou ſhalt rebuke thy Bro« 
ther, and not ſuffer fin to be upon him : PE if an 


man be overtaken in a fault, ſays the Apoſtle, ye that 
are ſpiritual, reſtore ſuch an one in the ſpirit of meekneſs, 
conſidering that thou alſo may'ſt be tempted. 

They are to bewail their” fins, and to pray for their 
reformation ; this is the true ſpirit and temper of a good 
man, he cannot ſee God diſhonour'd,his Laws trampled 
upon, his Brother wilfully undoing himſelf,but he muſt 
be deeply touch'd and affetted with it ; &7vers of wa- 
ter run down my eyes, ſays the Plalmift, becauſe men 
keep not thy law; And when in Ezekze/s time the 
Jewiſh Church, both Prieſts and People, were very 
much corrupted, the Holy Ghoſt gives it as the parti- 
cular mark of the faithful and upright, not that they 
ſeparated, but fighed and cryed for all the abominations 
that were done in ber. Of the ſame holy frame and 
diſpoſition of mind was St. Pax, he could not men- 

; tion 


( 25 ) 
tiort thoſe in the Church at Ph3/zppz, who, whilft the 

ofeſt Chriftianiry,, ſhew'd themſelves by their fen- 
Fualiey and earthly-mindedneſs to be enemies to the 
Croſs of Chriſt, without forrow and tears ; Of whom, 
fays he, 7 have told you often, and now tell you weep» 
ing, that they are enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt, whoſe 
God is their belly, &c. 

They are to avoid, as much as they can, their com- 
pany, eſpecially all familiarity with them; and tho? 
in order to their convittion and reformation, and in 
ſuch caſes where neceſlary buſineſs requires it, and the 
publick Worſhip of God can't be perform'd but in con- 
junC&tion withſuch perſons, I may be in their company 
without blame; yer in all other cafes, I am to thew 
my diſlike and abhorrence of their ſins, by ſhunning 
their ſociety. If any man obey not our Word by this 
Epiſtle, note that man, and have no company with him, 
that he may be aſhawd. Again fays the ſame Apoſtle, 
I wrote to you in an Epiſtle, not to keep company, if any 
man be a fornicator, or an idolater-- or, &c. with ſuch ax 
ane, 10, not to eat. 

If private and often repeated Admonitions by him- 
felf, or before one or two more, will not do, they are 
then to tell rhe Church of them, that by its more pub- 
lick Reproofs the fcandalous Member may be reclaim'd, 
or by its jaſt Cenſures be cut off ffomi the Communion. 


Phil. 3.12. 


2 Thell. 3. 14. 


If he ſhall neglet to hear them, tell it to the Church. Matth. 18. 17, 


Our Church hath given every Miniſter. of a Pariſh 
power to refuſe all ſcandalous and notorious ſinners 
trom the Lord's Supper, and as ſlack and as. much 
diſus'd as Diſcipline is amongft us, were ſuch perſons 
more' geherally inforni'd apainſt and complain'd of, 
they would'not find'it ſo:eate a matter to continue in 
their offences andthe Church topether. | 


| Þ XS Lou 


Rubr. before 
the Commun, 


(26) 
You ſee by what means the Church: may either-be 


clear'd in ſome meaſure of- ſuch publick Offenders, or 
the Members of it, together with the Ordinaaces.of 


. God ſecur'd. from infetion by their fellowſhip. By 


this did the Primitive Chriſtians ſhew their Zeal for 
their Religion, as well as by ſuffering for it; T 

were infinitely carctul to keep the. honour of their 
Religion unſpottcd, and the, Communion of the Church 
as much out of danger, as they could, from the ma- 


| lignant influence of bad examples ;. tor this,reaſon they 


Preface to the 
Commuinat. 


Tit. 3.laſt. 


watch'd over one another, told them privately of their 
faults, and when that would not do, brought them be- 
fore the cognizance of. the Church ; And tho' lapſing 
into Idolatry in times of perſecution was the common 
{in that. for ſome Ages chiefly exerciz'd the Diſcipline 
of the Church, yet all Offences againſt the Chriſtian 
Law, all Vices and Immoralities that were.cither pub- 
lick in themſelves, or made known and prov'd to the 
Church, came alſo under the Eccleſiaſtical Rod, and 
were pur to open ſhame and pennance,; this was that 
Diſcipline that preſerv'd their Manners ſo uncorrupt, 
and made their Religion. 1o renown'd and triumphant 
inthe World ; and how happy would it be for us in this 
looſe and degenerate Age, (as our own Church expreſ- 
ſes her wiſhes and delires) were it again in its due 
force and vigour reſtored. and reſettled amongſt 
us. 
But, if after all imaginable care and endeavour by 
private Chriſtians, ſome ſcandalous Members, through 
the defects of Power in the Diſcipline, or of Care and 
Watchfulneſs in Governours, ſhould remain in the 
Church, whatever pollution thoſe whoſe Office. it. is 
to rebuke with all Authority, may draw on themſelves 


. by ſuffering it, private Members, that are no way, nei- 


ther by conſent, nor councel, nor excuſe, acceſlary to 
their 


(27) 
their ſin, can receive none; for ſin no otherwiſe pol- 
lutes, than as it is in the will, not as it is in the under- 
ſtanding,as it's choſe & embrac'd,and not as it's known; 
I may know Adultery and yet be chaſt, ſee Strife and 
Debate in the City and yet be peaceable, hear Oaths 
and Curſes and yet tremble at God's Name ; Noah was 
a good Man in an-evil World, Zo a.righteous perſon 
amongſt the converſation of the wicked ; neither is 
there any more fear of: pollution from wicked men in 
Sacred than in Civil Society ; Our Saviour and his 
Apoſtles were not the leaſt defil'd by that ſociety they 
had with Scribes and Phariſees, nor by that familiarity 
they had with the accurſed Fudas, tho' he eat the Paſs- 
over with them and they kept him company after they 
knew him to be a Traytor ; What pollution did Abel 
receive from. Cain when they facrific'd together ? Or 
Elkanah and Hannah trom E1/s debauch'd Sons when 
at Shilo they worſhipt together ? The good and bad 
indeed communicate together, but in what? not in 
ſin, but in their common duty; and tho' to commu- 
nicate with ſin is ſin, yet to communicate with a ſinner: 
in that which is not fin can-be none ; Communion is 
a common union, many partaking of one thing where- 
in they .do agree, now the common union of the good 
and bad in the Church is: not in evil, but in hearing 
of the Word, in receiving of the Sacrament and in 
other holy Ordinances and Exerciſes ; when therefore 
ſome do evil, the communion in ſpiritual things is not 
polluted , becauſe evil. is- no part of the union in 
common one with another, but the error of man by 
himſelf, out of the Communion, which he himſelf, and 
they only that have been partakers with him in it, ſhall 
anſwer for, 


Ohj. 


x Eor. 5. 6. 


SSC. 3.-21; 


(28) 
. >04j. But does not the Apoſtle ſay, 4 /ittle lJeaven 
Jeaveneth the whole lump 2 

Anſ. This is a proverbial: ſpeech, and ſhews only 
that fin, like leaven, is of a very ſpreading and diffi. 
five nature, not that it aQtually defiles where it is not 
admitted': A People in one Aſſembly are as a lump, 
and a wicked perſon amongſt them ts as leaven, but 
now, altho' the leaven is apt to conveigh it ſelf through 
the whole lump, yet only are thoſe parts actually lea- 
ven'd: with it that take the leaven; ſo it 1s with the 
Church, the ſinner by his bad example is apt to ſpread 
the infe&tion through the whole body, bur only ſuch 
as allow or any way communicate with him in his fin, 
are actually inteted ; ſuch as Ch/oe,that reprove the of- 
fender and preſent him,doing their utmoſt endeavour in 
their place to reform him, remain in ſpight of its- ma- 
hgnity, unpolluted': Beware of the leaven of the Pha- 
riſees, 1ays our Saviour, he adviſeth not his Diſciples 
to leave their Aſſemblies, but to beware that they 


| take no leaven of them ; ſhewing thereby, that a good 


Yer. 7. 


2 Cor. 30. 18- 


man that ſtands upon his guard may be where leaven 
is.and yet not be leaven'd ; The inceſtuous. perſon was 
not caſt out of the Church of Corinth, and yer the 
Apoſtle ſays, at leaſt of ſome of them, ye are unlea- 
veu'd: And why may not the joynt Prayers of the 
Church and the Examples of Pious and Devout Men 
inthe Communion, be as-ſovereign an antidote againſt 
the infetion; as the bare company of wicked mer is 
of power to convey it ? Why ſhould not the holy Ordi- 
nances of God and the preſence of holy men at them be 
of as much virtue and efficacy to purge and ſanQifie the 
whole body, as the impurities:of the bad are toſtain and 
pollute it ; eſpecially conſidering that the"ſins of the 
wicked ſhall never be imputed to the righteous, but the 
Prayers of the righteous have obtain'd pardon for the 
wicked. Obj. 


( 29 ) 


Oz. But were not the pollutions of ſin typified by nemb.rg.r\, 


the legal uncleannefles ? And was not every thing that **- 
the unclean perſon touch'd, made unclean ? 

Anſ. Thoſe legal and ceremonial pollutions concern 
not us under the Goſpel; we may touch a grave, a 
dead perfon, a leper, and not at all be the lets clean; 
it's not any outward uncleanneſs, but the corruption 
and depravity of the inner man that incapacitates 
_ for the Worſhip of God and Communion with 

2. Thoſe legal pollutions did not defile the whole 
communion, but only thoſe particular perſons whom 
the unclean perſon touch'd, tor ( 1.) there was no ſa- 
crifice appointed for any ſuch pollution as came upon 
all for the fin of ſome few. (2.) Tho' the Prophets 


many times reproved the Prieſts for not ſeparating zhe J--- 15: 19- 


clean from the unclean, the precious from the wile, the 
holy from the prophane, yet did they» never teach, that 
becauſe the unclean came into the Congregation 
through the negleC of their duty, the whole Commu- 
nion was polluted by it; but as many as touch'd the 
unclean perſon were unclean, fo as many as have fel- 
lowſhip with the wicked in their fins are polluted by 
it ; to partake with men in their ſins in a moral ſenſe 
anſwers to the legal touching an unclean thing. 
3. When it's ſaid that the unclean perſon, that did 
not purifie himſelf, def d the Tabernacle and polluted 
the Sanftuary, the meaning is, that he did ſo tohim- 
ſelf, but not to others ; ſo does a wicked man, theOrdi- 
- nances of God, inreſpeCt of himſelf, but not of others : - 
The Prayers of the wicked, tho' join'd with thoſe of 
the Church, are an abomination unto God, whilſt at 
the ſame time the Prayers of good men go up as a 
ſweet ſmelling ſavour and are accepted by him; The 
perſon that comes unworthily to the Sacrament ns = 
ord's- 


Ezck. 22. 26. 
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Lord's Supper, eats and drinks judgment to himſelf, 
but that hinders not but that thoſe who at the ſame 
time come better prepared may do it to their own 
eternal comfort and ſalvation : 7o the pure all things 

Tir. 1.15. are pure, but to them that are defild and unbelieving 
is nothing pure, but even their mind and conſcience is 
defiPd. 

The weakneſs of this ſuggeſtion, that the whole 
Communion and the Ordinances of God are polluted 
by the wicked mans company at and among them, 
being laid open ; The truth of the Propoſition may 
be farther evinc'd from theſe particulars : 


1. Fromtheexample of God's People in the Church 
.of the Jews ; We do not find that the ſins either of the 
Prieſts or the People became at any time an occaſion 
of ſeparation to them ; What fins could be greater 
than thoſe of E/zs Sons ? What higher aggravations 
could there be of ſin ? Whether we conſider the qua- 
lity of the perſons that ſinn'd, being the High-Prieſts 
Sons, or the publick ſcandal and impudence of the ſin, 
Lying with the women before the door of the Tabernacle ; 
yet did not the People of God, not Elkanah and Han- 
nah by name, retrain to come up to Shilo and to joyn 
with them in the publick Worſhip : nay, they are ſaid 
to ?ranſgreſs who refus'd to come, tho' they refus'd 

:Sam.2.17,244.0ut of abhorrence and deteſtation to the wickedneſs of 
thoſe men; They abhorr'd the ſacrifices of the Lord ; 
ye make the Lon s people to tranſgreſs : In Ahat's time, 
when almoſt all 77ae/ were Idolaters and halted be- 
twixt God and Baal, yet then did the Prophet Elijah 
ſummon all 7ſrae/ to appear on Mount Carmel, and 
held a religious communion with them in Preaching 
and Praying and offering a miraculous Sacrifice ; nei- 
ther did the ſeven thouland that had kept themſelves 

| upright 
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upright and not bowed their knee to Baal, abſent 
themſelves becauſe of the Idolatry of the reſt, but 
they all came and join'd in that publick Worſhip per- 
form'd by the Prophet : AZ the people fell on their 
faces, ſaying, the Lord he is God, the Lord he is God. 
All along the Old Teſtament, when both Prince 
and Prieſts and People were very much depray'd 
and debauch'd in their manners, we do not find 
that the Prophets at any time exhorted the faith- 
ful and ſincere to ſeparate, or that they themſelves 
ſet up any ſeparate meetings, but continued in com- 
munion with the Church, preaching to them and ex- 
horting them to repentance. 


_ 2. From the example of God's People in the New 
Teſtament ; In the Apoſtolick Churches of Corinth, 
Galatia, and the ſeven Churches in A4/a, many of 
the Members were grown very bad and ſcandalous, 
yet do we not read of the example of any good man 
ſeparating from the Church, or any ſuch Precept from 
the Apoſtles ſo to do; They do not tell them that 
the whole body was polluted by thoſe filthy Mem- 
bers, and that , if they would be fate themſelves, 
they muſt withdraw from their communion , but 
exhort them to uſe all means to reclaim them, and 
if neither private nor publick Admonitions and Re- 
proofs would do, then to ſuſpend them from the 
Communion of the Church, till by repentance and 
amendment they render'd themſelves capable of being 


1 King. 18.39. 


reſtored to peace and pardon; The Spirit of God in . 
the Second of the Revelation, ſends his Inſtructions to _ 


the Angels, that is, to the Biſhops of thoſe ſeven 
Churches in Af, (whoſe Office it was) to Preach 
repentance to them, and by their authority, to reform 

E Abuſes 


Rev. 2. 1- 


?Jar.15.6,7,8. 


Luke 2. 22. 


Matth. 26, 


John 17. 37. 


John IO. 24. 
Mat. 10.6, 7. 


Martz 6. 7. 
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abuſes, but gives them no command to ceaſe the pub- 
lick Ademiaiiretions or to adviſe the unpolluted part 
to ſeparate from the reſt ; nay, altho' thoſe Candle- 
flicks were very foul, yet was our Lord pleas'd ſtill 
to bear with them, and 7o walk in the midſt of them 
and certainly fo long as Chriſt affords his preſence 
in a Church, none of its Members ought to withdraw 
theirs. 


2. From our Saviour's own example, who, not- 
withſtanding the Church of the Jews in his time was 
a moſt corrupt Church, and the Members of .it very 
leud and vicious, yet kept in communion with it, and 
commanded_ his Diſciples ſo to do : We read that 
the Scribes and Phariſees, who rul'd the Eccleſiaſtical 
Chair at thar time, had perverted the law, corrupted 
the worſhip of God , were blind guides, devoured 
widows houſes, were hypocrites and ſuch as only had 
a form of godlineſs , yet did not our Saviour ſeparate 
from their Communion ; but was made under the 
Law , freely ſubje&ted himſelf to all the Kites and 
Ceremonies of it, he was circumcis'd on the eighth 
day,redeem'd by a certain price,being a Son and a Firſt- 
born, obſerv'd their Paſsover and other Feaſts enjoin'd 
by their Law, yea, and that of the dedication too,tho” 
but of humane inſtitution, was baptiz'd amongſt them, 
preach'd in their Temples and Synagogues, reaſon'd 
with them about Religion, exhorted his Diſciples to 
hear their DoQrine, tho' not to follow their Prattice ; 
What greater cauſe on the account of corruption in 
manners could be given to ſeparate from a Church, 
than was here? yet how careful was our Saviour both 
by his Example and Precept, to forbid and diſcounte- 
nanceit ; They ft in Moſes's chair, hear them. 


4. From 


[1 
| 
| 
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4. From the Apoſtle's expreſs command to hold 
communion with the Church of Corinth, notwith- 
ſtanding the many and great immoralities that were 


amongſt the Members of it; There were Schiſms 1 Cor.1.12,14/ 


and contentions amongſt them, ſtrifes and envyings , 
fornication and inceſt , eating at the Idols table, and 
coming not ſo ſoberly as became them to the table of 
our Lord ; yet does the Apoſtle not only not com- 
mand them to ſeparate, but approves their meeting 


together , and exhorts them to continue it, But /e7 1 Cor. 5s. 4. 
a man examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat of that t Cor. 11. 18, 


bread, and drink of that cup; In which words the 


_ Apoſtle plainly ſolves the CaſeI am diſcourſing on, and 


ſhews what private Chriſtians, in whoſe power it 
is not judicially to corre Vice, are to do, when 
they ſee ſo many vicious Members intruding to the 
bleſſed Sacrament ; viz. not to abſtain from it, but 
by preparation and examination of themſelves to 
take care that they be not of their number ; It to 
ſeparate, had been the way, the Apoſtle would then 
have manag'd his Diſcourſe after this manner, There 
are many Schiſms and Strifes in the Church , there 
15 an inceſtuous perſon not caſt out, many proud 
contemners of their Brethren, men of ſtrange opi- 
nions, of untam'd appetites, and unbridled paſlions, 
and therefore I adviſe you not to come amongſt 
them, nor to partake of the holy Sacrament with 
them , leſt you be infte&ted with their Sores, and 
partake of their Judgments ; But adviſing men to 
cxamine themſelves, and then to come, he plainly 
intimates, that *twas their duty to continue 1n the 
Communion of the Church notwithſtanding thele ; 
as if he had ſaid, Ido not mention the foul O_: 
E 2 © 


2 Cor. 6. 17+ 
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of ſome that come to this holy Table, to diſcourage 
you from coming, leſt ye ſhould be polluted by their 
fins, but to excite you to a due care and examination 
of your ſelves, that you be not polluted by any ſinful 
as and compliances of your own, and thenthere's no 
danger of being defiFd by theirs. 


Butt as clear and fatisfatory as this Propoſition 
ſeems to be, it yet ſuffers very much from the Excep- 
tions of ſome weak underſtandings, who meeting 
often in Scripture with ſuch Commands and Exhor- 
tations as theſe, zo ſeparate, to come oxt, wor tro touch, 
to have no fellowſhip with , and the like, preſently , 
without ſtaying to examine the ſenſe of the Texts, 
conclude, that it is the duty and character of good 
men to be always ſeparating ; and tho' wherever 
thoſe places of Scripture are found, they are for the 
moſt part to be underſtood with relation to Idolaters 
and Idolatrous Practices, either amongſt Jews or 
Gentiles, yet will they have them extended to every 
thing and perſon that either really is, or they think 
fit to call, a corruption or a corrupt Member in the 
Church of God. 


Many Texts of Scripture are miſunderſtood and mil- 
appli'd by them to this purpoſe; I ſhall inſtance only 
N twoas the chief, and hope in reſcuing them from the 
falſe gloſſes they labour under, to give a deliveranceto 
all the reſt. The firſt is, 


05j. 1. Thoſe words of the Apoſtle, Wherefore come 
__ among them, and be ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, 
an zouch uot the unclean thing. 


An. 


(3s) 
| Anſ. This being the main place to which they fly 
upon all occaſions as their ſtrongeſt hol, I ſhall give 
it a more particular conſideration, and that by ihews 
ing theſe three things; (1.) Theoccaſion ot this Apo- 
ſtolical admonition. (2.) What were the periovas 
the converted Corinthians were to ſeparate fro, 


(3.) What was the unclean thing they were not to 
touch, 


i. What was the occaſion of this Apoſtolical Ex- 
hortation. To this purpoſe you muſt know that the 
converted Corinthians hv'd in civil Society amongſt 
the unbelieving Gentiles, by whom many of them 
being their kinsfolk and friends after the fleſh,were often i Cor. 10. 27. 
igvited to their Idol-teaſts, to which ſome of them 
did not ſcruple to go and eat of the things facrific'd to ! Cor: 8. 10. 
C Idols, even in the Idol's Temple, thinking it not un- 
lawful to do ſo, ſo long as they knew that an Idol 
was nothing, and did not intentionally go and eat in 
any honour to the Idol. Now from this Practice the 1 Cor. s. 4. 
Apoſtle diſſuades them by theſe two Arguments ; 

(1.) Upon the account of ſcandal to their weak bre- 

thren, telling them that tho' they that were ſtrong, 

knew that an Idol was nothing in the World, and that 

there was but one God, and ſo could not be ſuppos'd 

to worſhip the Idol when they eat of the Idol's facri- 

fice ; yet ſome other weak Chriſtians and new Con- 

verts might not know ſo much, and conſequently by 

their practice might be drawa into ſin,not only togoto 

thoſe Feaſts, but todo it in honour to the Idol. (2.,) As 1 Cor-8. 7. 
harmleſs an action as they eſteem'd it, that *twas 

plain Idolatry ; Be not ye [dolaters, as were ſome of i Cer. 16414. 


them, as it is written, they ſate down to eat and to 
| pp WV 


. Exod. 32.6, 


x Cor. 10.18. 


Ver. 16. 


Ver. 209. 


VT. I 7. 
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drink, and roſe up to play ; that is, they eat of thoſe 
Sacrifices that had been offer'd up to the golden Calf ; 
and that this Aﬀtion was idolatrous, he proves by an 
Analogy it bears to a Rite of the ſame nature, 
both amongſt Fews and Chriſtians, for as the Fews, 
when they feaſted on the Sacrifices, did it in honour 
to God, to whom the Sacrifices were ofter'd , and 
as the Chriſtians, when they partake of the Lord's 
oper, do it in honour to Chriſt, whoſe Death and 
Paſſion is therein commemorated, ſo when they 
did eat of the Idols Sacrifices, they muſt have been 
thought to do it in honour to the Idol, becauſe to 
the Idol was the Sacrifice offer'd. But, bleſſed be 
God, we have not the like occaſion for ſuch an Ex- 
hortation, we live not in a civil ſociety with Ido- 
laters, but under a Chriſtian Prince, and with a 
People profeſſing the Chriſtian Religion ; Here are 
no publick Idols ſet up, nor any Feaſts kept in ho- 
nour of them ; Had the Caſe been thus with us, 
we had been as much concern'd in the Text as the 
Corinthians were , but being tar otherwiſe, not the 
leaſt aid can be fetcht from hence, to detend Sepa- 
ration from our Publick Aſſemblies. 


2. Who were the perſons the Chriſtian Corin- 
thians were requir'd to ſeparate from : They were no 
better than Znbelievers, than nfidels, than 7dola- 
ters; What fellowſhip hath righteouſneſs with un- 
righteouſneſs And what communion hath light with 


| darkneſs > And what concord hath Chriſt with Be- 


lial ? Or what part hath he that believeth with an 
Infidel > And what agreement hath the Temple of God 
with Tdols > And then it follows, wherefore come out 
from among(t them, &c, But now becauſe Chriſtians, 


by 
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by the Apoſtles command were to ſeparate from the 


Aſſemblies of' Feather Idolaters, does it therefore 


follow that they muſt ſeparate from the Aſſernblies 
of Chriſtians, becauſe ſome, who while they pro- 
feſs Chriſt, do not live like Chri/tians, afford their 
preſence at them ? Is there no difference betwixt a 
Pagan and an Infidel, that denies Chriſt and worſhi 
Devils, and an immoral Chri/tian, who yet ourwandly 
owns Chriſt and worſhips the true God ? Betwixt 
a Church wholly made up of ' Heathens and 7dolaters, 
and a Church made up of a mixture of good and bad 
Chriſtians together ? 


}. What is the unclean thing they are not to touch ; 
viz. the unclean and abominable PraQtices that were 
us'd by the Heathens in the Worſhip of their Gods. 


It's call'd by the Apoſtle in another place, zhe an- Eph, 4. 11. 


fruitful works of darkneſs ; and again, thus deſcrib'd 
by him, zt's a ſhame to ſpeak of thoſe things that are 
done of them in ſecret; Theſe they were not to 
touch, to have no followſhip with them in, but 
rather to reprove them, that 1s, in judgment tocon- 
demn them, by words to reprove them, in conver- 
ſation to avoid them. But now becauſe Chriſtians 
are not. to communicate with Heathens in their fil- 
thy myſteries, nor to partake with any ſort of wick- 
ed men in any ation that's immoral, does it there- 
fore follow, that they muſt not do their duty, be- 
cauſe ſometimes it cannot be done but in their com- 
pany ? Muſt they abſtain from the Publick Worſhip 
of God and their Lord's Table, to which they are 
commanded, becauſe evil men, who, till they repeat, 
have nothing to do there, rudely intrude themſelves ? 
May they not joyn with bad men -in- ſome caſes, 


where ._ 


Ezek, 18. 20. 


18, C. 4+ 
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where it cannot be well avoided, in doing a good 
action ? becauſe they muſt in no caſe and on no ac- 


. count joyn with them in doing a ſinful one ?  Be- 
cauſe they have omitted their duty , muſt I negle& 


mine ? Becauſe they ſin in coming unpreparedly , 


muſt I fin in not coming at all ? Will their fin be 


any plea or excuſe for mine ? If I communicate with 
them, will their unworthineſs be laid at my door? If 
I ſeparate becauſe of that, ſhall they anſwer for my 
contempt , as well as for their own prophanation 
of it ? No ſurely ,* every man ſhall bear his own 
burden. The ſoul that finneth , it ſhall die. The 
ſecond is, that Text, 


05z. 2. In the Revelation , Come out of her my people, 
that ye be not partakers of her fins, and that ye receive 
not of her plagues. 


Anſw. This place is moſt certainly to be under- 
ſtood of Idolaters, and according to moſt Interpre- 
ters, of the Roman Idolatrous Polity , and is a com- 
mand to all Chriſtians to forſake the Communion of 
that Church , leſt they endanger their own falva- 
tion by communicating with her in Maſſes and other 
idolatrous Worſhip. And it this be the true ſefiſe of the 
words, it abundantly juſtifies our Separation from the 
Roman Church, but affords not the leaſt plea for Diſſen- 
ters to ſeparate from ours, unleſs any of them are ſo 
hardy as to ſay, that there is none, or but little difte- 
rence betwixt the Church of Rome and the Church of 
England. But bleſſed be God, we have a Church 
reform'd from all her Superſtitions, that retains no- 
thing of hers, but what ſhe retains of the Goſpel and 
the Primitive Church. 

Here's 
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Here's no drowning Religion in ſhadow and for- 
mality, nor burying her under a load of ritual and ce- 
remonial Rubbiſh, nodreſſing up Religion in a flant- 
ing pomp to ſer her off, or a gaudy garb to recom- 
mend her, much leſs in ſuch fantaſtical Rites, ſuch an- 
tick Veſtments and Gefticulations that may juſtly 
render her ridiculous and contemptible ; but her 
Ceremonies are few and decent, countenane'd by Pri 
mitive Antiquity, and very much becoming the gra- 
vity and ſobriety of Religion. 


- Here are no Halt-Communions; no more Sacra- 
ments thruſt upon us than our Lord himſelf inſtituted, 
and yet thoſe left whole and entire, for our uſeand 
comfort, that he did; no Prayers in an unknown 
Tongue, which the votary neither minds nor under- 
ſtands ; no praying to Saints or Angels; no adoring 
Images, Pifures, and Reliques ; no worſhipping the 
Creature befides or more than the Creator, which 
they do, who in all their publick Offices of Devotion, 
for one-Prayer to God, have order'd tent to be made 
to the bleſted Virgin. 


Here's no Doctrine obtruded on our Faith that's 
contrary to reaſon, nay, to ſenſe, to all our ſenſes, 
no Practices allowed. that are forbidden by God, no 
Pardons to be bought, no Indulgences to be purchag'd, 
no. expunging any one Commandment out of the De- 
calogue, or contriving arts and devices to make void 
the reſt ; but as her Devotioris are pare and ſpiritual, 
having God, and hints only, for their obje&, ſo her 
Do@rine is ſourid and orthodox, having Chriſt for its 
Corner-ſtone, and the Prophets and Apoſtles for its 
Foundarion. 


F 


A Church 


meg Tov 
X]Louy THe 
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A Church that needs no counterfeit Legends, no 
incredible Miracles, no ridiculous Fables to promote 
her veneration, whoſe ſecurity lies not 1n the Peoples 
ignorance , but in their inlightned underſtandings , 
that can defend it ſelf without rhe help of ſpurious 
Authors, or corrupting the words and ſenſe of Authen- 
tick ones, a Church that dares to” beunderſtood, and 
is ſure, the more ſhe's lookt into, the more to be em- 
brac'd and admir'd. 


AndI would to God, *twas as caſie a matter to clear 
every.one of her Members from Vice, as it 1s her Con- 
ſtitution from Corruption ; But /et thoſe that ſtand, 
take heed leſt they fall, and be ſure to ſweep their own 
door clean, who are ſo apt to throw dirt in the faces 
of their Fellow-Chriſtians ; St. Pau!'s advice is, that 
every man ſhould examine himſelf, and I am much 
miſtaken, if ſpiritual pride, a raſh and cenſorious judg- 
ing of our Brethren, be not as great a crime, as ſome 
of . thoſe that are lookt upon to be of /o polluting aud 
infettious a nature in other men ; I need not ſay, how 
diretly oppoſite this Phariſfaical humour is to thar hu- 
mility, meekneſs and ſelf-denial that the Goſpel of our 
Saviour injoyns ? how unſuitable 'to the temper of all 
good men, who are more apt to ſuſpe& and accuſe 
themſelves , than others, who, the more holy they 
are, the more ſenſible of their own imperfections ? 
How contrary to the example 'of our bleſſed Lord ; 
who balkt not at any time the ſociety of Publicans 
and ſinners, who when he knew what was in man, and 
who it was that ſhould betray him, yet admitted Judas 
into the number of his Diſciples, and familiarly con- 
verſt with him? And yet, how fully it anſwers to the 
Spirit and Genius of thoſe ancient Schiſmaticks, the 
Nova- 
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Novatians and the Donatiſts > Might I ſtay torun the 

arallel, both thoſe Schiſms, and this amongſt us, would 

e found to begin on the ſame Principles, ſlackneſs of 
Diſcipline in the Church, .and corruption in Manners ; 
To becarried on by the ſame pretences, zeal for purity, 
and fear of pollution ; to: ſpring from the ſame bitter 
fountain, pride and arrogance ; But I ſpeak not this 
to excuſe our ſelves, or to recriminate them ; My 
hearty Prayer to God is, that all [{rael may be ſaved ; 
that they, who diſſent from us, would now, at laſt, lay 
aſide all paſſion and prejudice, all groundleſs ſcruples 
and pretences, and come in and joyn their forces with 
our Church againſt the common Adverſary ; And that 
we, who profeſs our ſelves Members of the Church of 
England, would be extremely careful, for the honour 
of our Religion, for the preſervation of our Church; 
for the recovery of our- ſtraying Brethren, (for whoſe 
ſakes, in ſome caſes, we are bound to lay down our 
lives) to lay down our ſins, and, inſtead-of blocking 
up.the way againſt any, by ſcandalous living, anvite 
and allure them all in, by exemplary Holineſs and Pu- 
rity, and this I am ſure, how ſhort ſoever my Diſcourſe 
comes of it, would be a full Anſwer to, and a perfect 
Confutation of this Objection. 
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